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Our Christmas wish is for a forever home.  Please c onsider adopting.  There are many of us to choose 
from at the Chippewa County Animal Shelter and at o ther caring animal shelters in Chippewa County.  

 
Attention Please!  Adopt an animal with a bow on their cage @ CCAS for a donation of a minimum 25# bag of food. 
 

A Message from the FOCAS President  
 
As 2009 draws to a close, I would like to wish everyone joy and peace. It has once again been a tough economic 
year for a lot of people and for their animals. But despite all of this, I truly believe that we are at the dawn of a new 
day for animal welfare. Every day you hear or read remarkable stories about animals. Since Katrina, animals are 
now considered as part of disaster evacuations. People are becoming more aware and care more about how animal 
are raised for food. We are stopping the use of animals for research and testing.  
 
FOCAS is also at the dawn of a new day.  We are joining forces with Guardian Angels for Animals (GAA).  
Although we have always supported each other, we felt it was time to join forces to better achieve our goals.  We 
will be working together to continue the FOCAS Spay and Neuter program, to continue to help pet owners who are 
unable to afford emergency medical help, and to continue to help and support the CCAC Shelter and other animal 
welfare groups in Chippewa County in any way that is needed. We will be doing it as a joint effort to decrease 
duplication and share the work load. FOCAS and GAA are very optimistic about the future. 
 
Through the FOCAS Spay and Neuter program, we spayed or neutered over 570 animals in 2009.  They included 
pets of low-income owners, Best of Friends animals and Chippewa County Animal Control Shelter animals. This 
was accomplished through private vets, a Mash Clinic in April and MSU Vet Mobile Clinic held in August.  
FOCAS also provided the opportunity whenever possible for our income qualified pet owners to vaccinate their 
animals at a reduced rate in conjunction with spay or neuter.  We also provided 18 needy people with financial 
assistance for emergency medical care for their pets.  
 
So, we can look back at 2009 with a sense of accomplishment, and forward to the struggles of 2010, with the 
knowledge that our efforts are making a difference.  
 
 
Deb Green 
President of FOCAS 
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Homemade Pet Treats 

Christmas Cheese Treats for Cats Christmas Doggie Biscuits 

�   3/4 cup white flour 
�   3/4 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
�   5 tablespoons grated parmesan cheese 
�   1/4 cup plain yogurt or sour cream 
�   1/4 cup cornmeal 

 

�   2 1/2 cups flour  
�   3/4 cup dry powdered milk  
�   1/2 cup vegetable oil  
�   2 tbs. brown sugar  
�   2 vegetable bouillon cubes; 
     dissolved in 3/4 cup boiling water  
�   1/2 cup carrots (optional)  
�   1 egg 

Preheat the oven to 350F. Combine cheeses and yogurt. 
Add flour and cornmeal. If needed, add a small amount 
of water to create pliable dough. Knead dough into a 
ball and roll to 1/4 inch. Cut into one inch size pieces 
and place on greased cookie sheet, bake for 25 minutes.  

Preheat oven to 300F. Mix all ingredients into a ball and 
roll out to about 1/4" thick. Cut with bone-shaped 
cookie cutter, or strips, or a Christmas cutter shape of 
your own choice. Place on ungreased cookie sheet and 
bake 30 minutes.   

 
Featured Pets 

 

 

 
 

  
 
Margo , where do we begin to describe Margo's 
magnificent regal facial expression and body language?  
It’s a combination that's easy to fall in love with!  Margo is 
a bit shy at the Chippewa County Animal Shelter, but 
seems to enjoy being held.  
 
Margo entered the shelter on May 30th, and is up-to-date 
with routine shots, house trained and spayed. 

 

 
 

 
 
Jethrow  appears to have boundless energy. He seems quite 
relaxed and didn't mind his picture taken after enjoying his time in 
the play yard. He doesn't seem to mind the other dogs, and can be 
seen at the Chippewa County Animal Shelter. 
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Christmas Wish List 

Chippewa County Animal Shelter 
3660 S Mackinac Trail, SSM 

906-632-2519 
 

Please help us to provide quality care to our community’s unwanted animals by remembering the shelter 
this Christmas.  We would greatly appreciate any donations from the following list.  You may drop off 
items at the shelter at the above address Mon – Fri from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sat from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

Thank you for your kindness! 
 

�   Cat carriers 

�   Dog houses 

�   Rawhide treats 

�   Soft dog treats 

�   Whiskey's Temptation cat treats  

�   Clay cat litter 

�   Soft fish flavor pâté cat food 

�   Leashes and collars ( gently used is ok) 

�   Bleach, dish soap, paper towels 

�   New litter pans and scooper 

�   Cedar shavings 

�   A forever home 
 
 

                              
 
Sault Ste. Marie Hosts Dog Park  
  
Sault Ste. Marie will be hosting a dog park in the near future.  This is  
made possible by the volunteer group Friends Of The Barking Lot.  
The dog park will be located inside the city limits and have a separate area  
for both large and small dogs.  Dogs are required to be up to date on their rabies  
vaccination and have a current license.  A small park fee will be charged but  
has not yet been determined and volunteers are always needed to help out.   
Please watch for our next meeting in January.   
  
A savings account has been set up at the Soo Co-op Credit Union under Friends Of The Barking Lot.  You may 
donate to the Barking Lot or ask a teller to make a deposit, remember we can build it just $1 at a time. 
  
To purchase a Barking Lot T-shirt contact Debra Cox at 906-630-3962 or Kristin Green at 906-440-4481. 
  
To contact Friends of the Barking Lot call: 

 
Debra Cox 906-630-3962 
Kristin Green 906-440-4481 
Jeff Stefanski 906-440-6168 
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Important Information Regarding Animal Cruelty and Neglect 
 
Animal cruelty is not only wrong; it is against the law in every state in this country.  Animal cruelty encompasses a 
range of behaviors harmful to animals from neglect to intentional killing.  Chaining an animal for extended periods 
of time can be considered neglect and is illegal in many municipalities and several states.  Most cruelty 
investigated by humane officers is unintentional neglect, but it is still neglect and is unacceptable.  When a person 
chooses to take an animal into their care, they have the responsibility to take proper care of that animal.   
 
Cruelty can range from knowingly depriving an animal of food, water, adequate shelter, socialization or veterinary 
care, to maliciously torturing, maiming, mutilating or killing an animal.   
 
If you witness or suspect animal cruelty or neglect please take these steps: 
  
Document.  Note the date, time, location and the type of animal(s) involved.  Video, photographic documentation 
or cell phone photos can help greatly. 
  
Contact law enforcement.  In Chippewa County call Central Dispatch at 495-3312. They will turn over the 
information to either law enforcement or to the animal shelter depending on the situation and the severity.  You 
may choose to remain anonymous, but this can make successful prosecution of the case more difficult. 
  
Follow up.  If it seems like your complaint is not being taken seriously keep calling back.  Scheduling an in-person 
meeting with the law enforcement agency may be more effective.  If all else fails contact the local media.  Often 
this will get the attention of law enforcement. 
 
A note about shelter for dogs: Michigan law states that you must provide an enclosed shelter for dogs that are 
outdoors and when the temperature is to reach below freezing, there must be dry bedding.  Blankets do not suffice 
as dry bedding in this situation because they freeze, thaw, and become wet when the dogs body temperature warms 
them up, straw or wood chips are best. 
 
     

 

Housetraining Puppies   

The Humane Society of the United States  

 
http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/dogs/tips/housetraining_puppies.html 

Housetraining your puppy requires far more than a few stacks of old newspapers - it calls for vigilance, patience, plenty of commitment and 
above all, consistency. 

By following the procedures outlined below, you can minimize house soiling incidents. Virtually every dog, especially puppies, will have an 
accident in the house, and more likely, several. Expect this - it's part of living with a puppy.  

The more consistent you are in following the basic housetraining procedures, the faster your puppy will learn acceptable behavior. It may 
take several weeks to housetrain your puppy, and with some of the smaller breeds, it might take longer.  
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Establish a routine    Like babies, puppies do best on a regular schedule. The schedule teaches him that there are times to eat, times to 
play, and times to potty. 

Generally speaking, a puppy can control his bladder one hour for every month of age. So if you're puppy is two months old, he can hold it 
for about two hours. Don't go longer than this between bathroom breaks or he's guaranteed to have an accident 

Take your puppy outside frequently —at least every two hours—and immediately after he wakes up, during and after playing, and after 
eating or drinking.  

Pick a bathroom spot outside  and always take your puppy to that spot using a leash. While your puppy is eliminating, use a word or 
phrase, like "go potty," that you can eventually use before he eliminates to remind him what to do. Take him out for a longer walk or some 
playtime only after he has eliminated. 

Reward your puppy every time he eliminates outdoors . Praise him or give him a treat—but remember to do so immediately after he's 
finished eliminating, not after he comes back inside the house. This step is vital, because rewarding your dog for eliminating outdoors is the 
only way he'll know what's expected of him. Before rewarding him, be sure he's finished eliminating. Puppies are easily distracted. If you 
praise him too soon, he may forget to finish until he's back in the house. 

Put your puppy on a regular feeding schedule . What goes into a puppy on a schedule comes out of a puppy on a schedule. Depending 
on their age, puppies usually need to be fed three or four times a day. Feeding your puppy at the same times each day will make it more 
likely that he'll eliminate at consistent times as well, and that makes housetraining easier for both of you. 

Pick up your puppy's water dish  about two and a half hours before bedtime to reduce the likelihood that he'll need to potty during the 
night. Most puppies can sleep for approximately seven hours without having to eliminate. If your puppy does wake you up in the night, don't 
make a big deal of it; otherwise, he will think it is time to play and won't want to go back to sleep. Turn on as few lights as possible, don't 
talk to or play with your puppy, take him out to do his business, and return him to his bed.  

Supervise    Don't give your puppy an opportunity to soil in the house; keep an eye on him whenever he's indoors.  

Watch for signs your puppy needs to eliminate. Some signs are obvious, such as barking or scratching at the door, squatting, restlessness, 
sniffing around, or circling.  When you see these signs, immediately grab the leash and take him outside to his bathroom spot. If he 
eliminates, praise him lavishly and reward him with a treat. 

Keep your puppy on leash in the yard.  During the housetraining process, your yard should be treated like any other room in your house. 
Give your puppy some freedom in the house and yard only after he is reliably housetrained.  

Confinement    When you're unable to watch your puppy at all times, he should be confined to an area small enough that he won't want to 
eliminate there. The space should be just big enough for him to comfortably stand, lie down, and turn around in. You can use a portion of a 
bathroom or laundry room blocked off with baby gates. 

Or you may want to crate train your puppy and use the crate to confine him. (Be sure to learn how to use a crate humanely as a method of 
confinement.) If your puppy has spent several hours in confinement, you'll need to take him directly to his bathroom spot as soon as you let 
him out, and praise him when he eliminates. 

Oops !   Expect your puppy to have a few accidents in the house—it's a normal part of housetraining. Here's what to do when that happens: 

       Interrupt your puppy when you catch him in the act of eliminating in the house. 

Make a startling noise (be careful not to scare him) or say "OUTSIDE!" Immediately take him to his bathroom spot, praise him, and give 
him a treat if he finishes eliminating there.  

Don't punish your puppy for eliminating in the house. If you find a soiled area, it's too late to administer a correction. Just clean it up.   
Rubbing your puppy's nose in it, taking him to the spot and scolding him, or any other punishment will only make him afraid of you or afraid 
to eliminate in your presence. In fact, punishment will often do more harm than good.  
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Clean the soiled area thoroughly. Puppies are highly motivated to continue soiling in areas that smell like urine or feces. Check with your         
veterinarian or pet store for products designed specifically to clean areas soiled by pets. 

It's extremely important that you use the supervision and confinement procedures outlined above to minimize the number of accidents. If 
you allow your puppy to eliminate frequently in the house, he'll get confused about where he's supposed to eliminate, which will prolong the 
housetraining process. 

When you're away    A puppy under six months of age cannot be expected to control his bladder for more than a few hours at a time 
(approximately one hour for each month of age). If you have to be away from home more than four or five hours a day, this may not be the 
best time for you to get a puppy; instead, you may want to consider an older dog, who can wait for your return. 

If you already have a puppy and must be away for long periods of time, you'll need to: 
Arrange for someone, such as a responsible neighbor or a professional pet sitter, to take him outside to eliminate. 
Train him to eliminate in a specific place indoors. Be aware, however, that doing so can prolong the process of housetraining. 
Teaching your puppy to eliminate on newspaper may create a life-long surface preference, meaning that even as an adult he may 
eliminate on any newspaper lying around the living room. 

 
Paper training    When your puppy must be left alone for long periods of time, confine him to an area with enough room for a sleeping 
space, a playing space, and a separate place to eliminate. 

In the designated elimination area, use either newspapers (cover the area with several layers of newspaper) or a sod box. To 
make a sod  box, place sod in a container such as a child's small, plastic swimming pool. You can also find dog litter products at a 
pet supply store. 
If you clean up an accident in the house, put the soiled rags or paper towels in the designated elimination area. The smell will help 
your puppy recognize the area as the place where he is supposed to eliminate. 

 

MSU Vet Clinic held in Kinross 
 
Once again this year FOCAS was very privileged to host the Michigan State  
University Mobile Animal Clinic’s return to Chippewa County. The clinic  
was held at the Kinross Fairgrounds this year on August 6, 7, and 8.     
 
Kinross Township was very excited to be chosen as the site for this year’s 
clinic. FOCAS has wanted to target Kinross with its pet overpopulation  
problem for quite some time.  With the help of Dorothy Johnson, Trustee  
Brenda Case and Kinross Supervisor Larry Palma, the 4 -H building was  
chosen and made ready for this year’s clinic. MSU’s Dr. Chadwick and her volunteer vet students rolled into 
Kinross late the night before and set up the clinic for the next morning.  We had three very successful and full 
days. We spayed or neutered 199 animals, did 4 additional surgeries, and vaccinated another 80 animals. All of this 
was done at no cost to the screened low income eligible pet owners.   
 
MSU does this clinic for three weeks in August.  It services shelters, animal welfare groups and low income pet 
owners.  All of the MSU participants in this clinic are volunteers, as are all those involved with this clinic. It is 
truly a great community service!!!! 
 
We would like to thank everyone who made this clinic such a success!  To make this clinic work, FOCAS must 
provide housing, meals and volunteers along with many other things. Thank you to all the people who volunteered 
their time to help us and to all the businesses that made donations. It is a lot of work but the results are well worth 
it.  
 
This is the second time MSU has come to Chippewa County to provide this service. Hopefully we will be fortunate 
enough to have them return again in the future. FOCAS, through effort such as this, has been able to make a real 
impact on the number of unwanted and homeless pets in Chippewa County. 
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Our Board of Directors  
 
Debbie Green, President 
dgreen3@charter.net, 906-440-6770 
 
Ginny Cygan 
vejcyg@gmail.com, 906-635-5630 
 
Kristin Green, Treasurer 
kmg_14@hotmail.com 
 
Candie Holberton       
candiekaymoran@hotmail.com 
 
Dave Aho 
dave.r.aho@gmail.com 
 
Stephanie Aho 
steph.aho@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOCAS Facts  
 
FOCAS meetings are bi-monthly, all are welcome to attend.  Contact any member of the board for meeting time and place. 
 
FOCAS encourages you to visit the Chippewa County Animal Shelter at 3660 S. Mackinaw Trail, Sault Sainte  
Marie, MI.  906-632-2519. 
 
If you’re interested in making a donation, volunteer opportunities, or adopting a pet, contact Chippewa County Animal Shelter 
906-632-2519, Guardian Angels for Animals 906-248-2341, Best of Friends 906-635-1973, PAWS 906-632-8875 or  
906-632-2287, or FOCAS directly. 
 
FOCAS provides financial assistance for income eligible people for spaying and neutering companion animals. 
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ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center  
 

1-888-426-4435 
 

24 Hours a day, 7 days a week! 
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Donation/Volunteer Form for 2009-2010 
FOCAS is a non-profit organization.  Your tax deductible donations are used directly to help the animals of the EUP. 

Please join us and support FOCAS so we may continue to help animals in need. 
 

�  I would like information on becoming a FOCAS volunteer 
 
�  I would like to donate to the FOCAS spay/neuter program 
___$10    ___$20   ___ $30   ___$50   ___$100   $ _____Other 

 
�  I would like to donate to the FOCAS animal medical emergency fund 
___$10    ___$20   ___ $30   ___$50   ___$100   $ _____Other 
 
�  I would like to donate to FOCAS in memory of____________________ 
___$10    ___$20   ___ $30   ___$50   ___$100   $ _____Other 

 
Name ___________________________________________        Please make check payable to  
                                                                                                                              FOCAS and mail to: 
Address __________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                  FOCAS 
City, State  Zip ____________________________________           P.O. Box 626 
                                                                                                                                  Sault Ste Marie, MI  49783-0626 
                                                                                 

   
 
Friends of Caring Animal Shelters 
P.O. Box 626 
Sault Sainte Marie, MI  49783-0626 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please consider volunteering at the Chippewa County Animal Shelter.  Whether you can 
spend an hour a week, a morning a week, whatever time you can give they could use.  
 


